“VALUE” in ART: It’s NOT about money!

Creating a 7-Step Value Scale

Purpose: 
· To make a value scale, going from black to white. 
· To learn about middle value. 
· To experience the optical illusion of “fluting.” 
· To demonstrate and improve measuring and cutting techniques.
Materials: paper, pencil, ruler, glue, scissors or x-acto knife
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Process: 

1. You are going to make a value scale with 7 values as evenly spaced as possible. Each portion of your scale will be a rectangle approximately 1” X 2” square. The value for white will be the white of your paper. 

2. For this assignment, it is usually easiest to create the darkest value (black) first. Using a pencil, fill-in very darkly a rectangle slightly larger than 1” X 2”. (You will trim it later.) Between the black and white rectangles, you will make five values going from dark to light.

3. A good strategy is to choose a middle value that appears to be half way between white and black (has equal contrast to the black and white rectangles). This is known as the middle value.

4. Create 2 more “lighter” rectangles, and 2 more “darker” rectangles. You should now have 7 rectangles: white, black, 1 middle value directly between white & black, 2 slightly darker rectangles and 2 slightly lighter rectangles.

5. Cut one very straight edge on all your value rectangles. When you stack the rectangles, the clean edge will allow you to see how the values relate to each other. Put them so that they overlap on the cut edge. Substitute values until you have as even a transition from one chip to the next as possible. While you are doing this you will increase your sensitivity to the subtle differences in value. Look for big jumps and/or values that are almost the same. Change these rectangles first. Try to create an equal value step from one end of the scale to the other.

6. When you have a good scale, no value transition will stand out more than the rest. "Fluting" will occur if the steps are even enough -- each rectangle will appear to be darker at the top and lighter at the bottom. Fluting is so named because an area seems to change value across its width as each edge is influenced by the value next to it. It often looks concave, like a fluted column in ancient Greek architecture.

7. When you have chosen the seven rectangles that you will use, number them in order on the back. Using a ruler, cut each rectangle approximately one inch high.

8. Glue these to a strip of thin paper so that they are in the correct sequence and each cut edge is snugly against the next rectangle. You should have a seven-inch column that is more than two inches wide.

9. Now cut the column on both sides to be two inches wide. Everything should be aligned and even. If you cut the chips before assembly, the edges will be uneven. Don’t forget to write your name on the back of your value scale.

This is an example of a 10-point value scale.
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