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CAVE ART!!!
Objectives

To familiarize students with Prehistoric art, the reasons for it, the subject matter depicted, style and colors used. 
Essential Questions

How does the evolution of human thought move through out history?  
How does art change in appearance through out history and from culture to culture?
What We Need:

· Oil Pastels 

· White ceramic clay, or air dry clay , or rocks
· Acrylic paint 

· Sketch paper 

· Images from Lascaux caves or other prehistoric art examples (see resources below) 

What We Do:

I show the children the poster "Caves of Lascaux."  We talk about what we see and what we know about art like this already, the possible reasons for the images, the types of creatures and images we see. We also discuss why these images would have been important to the people who created them and make a connection to the Hato Caves in Curacao.  We talk about the meaning of the word ‘art’ and what life might have been like for the first artists:  no expensive art supply stores back then!  I’ll also has how come the artists would paint these images of animals?  Could it be because they wanted to study the animals or teach about them for an upcoming hunt for food?  Some researchers think that people who visualize their goals have a better chance of realizing their goals.  Was this true for cave artists too? 
I then ask the children to create 21st Century cave art inspired by their dreams, goals and wishes.  What do they want?  Draw it or paint it using the traditional charcoal on paper or take a sharpie marker to a rock from the parking lot. 

Resources:

The Cave of Lascaux 
Images and explanations.
http://www.culture.fr/culture/arcnat/lascaux/en/ 

