Changes in Visual Art 

The students will: 

· investigate how artists', art historians' and critics' views about art change over time and will continue to change 

· understand how historical, social and environmental factors and issues influence visual art and artists 

· recognize how visual art can teach us about ourselves, other individuals and the society in which it is created 

· explore and understand the influence of technology on visual art 

In this independent study, students look at how artists' works and ideas change over time. Students may choose to research one of the following: 

· Change as it relates to a particular artist's life. The student should determine how events in the artist's life affected the works that were produced. 

· Change as it relates to a particular art form or style. The student might look at Greek architecture, poster design, Egyptian sculpture, Northern Renaissance painting, etc. Students should examine the changes that occurred over time and some of the political and social forces that influenced the development of the works. 

· Change within a particular art movement or style, such as romanticism, impressionism, minimalism, etc. Students should try to determine what brought about the changes and how they related to changes in society as a whole. 

Students could work independently or in groups to research their topics. On a pre-determined date, have the students present their findings to the class. Encourage students to use as many visuals as possible to explain and demonstrate their findings. 

Using the knowledge obtained through their research, have students create an art work related in some way to their topic. They might work in the style of an artist they researched, explore similar subject matter, design an architectural building using the style of a particular time period, etc. Students might also enjoy imagining how societal changes after an artist's death could have affected that artist. For example, what might Michelangelo be doing in his work if he were alive today?

