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Grade 9 Art

“Masks From Many Cultures”
Unit

Mask Research Paper:

A.  Research mask styles from cultures around the world through internet sources and books. 
B.  Write a one page paper on a cultural mask style of your choice.  Identify and write about the following information:
· Mask style or culture, who were the people, briefly describe the culture

· The country or region that the mask style is from

· Time period

· What materials were used to create the mask

· What were the functions of this mask – how did the people use it; (ceremonial uses, spiritual beliefs, plays – theater, etc.)

· Describe how the artist/mask maker used 3 elements and 3 principles of design:

Elements – line, color, shape, form, space, value, texture

Principles – balance, rhythm, movement, unity, emphasis, pattern, contrast

· Bibliography:  Include a bibliography with your resources:



Book:    author, title, publisher, copyright date, page numbers



Internet site:  web address - URL, Article or web page title and date
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Mask Design - Drawing
Using influence from the masks that you have studied, create a design for a mask that you would like to create in paper mache.  Plan the shape of the mask and draw the design elements that you will sculpt.  Consider textures and colors that you use to finish your mask.

Mask Sculpture - Paper Mache Method:


Things You'll Need
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Paste of flour and water 

· Strips of newspaper--torn, not cut 

· Form for paper-mache sculpture 

· Masking tape 

Construction Steps:
Step One  Tear lots of strips of newspaper. These are the "clay" of your sculpture, to be applied to the form you choose for your project. 

Step Two  Design a form. Use balloons, cardboard, chicken wire, a group of boxes, toilet paper or paper towel tubes--or anything else you like. Arrange the various objects into the desired shape then secure them with masking tape. 

Step Three  Make your paper-mache paste using a mixture of flour and water. The easiest paste recipe calls for one part flour to two parts water. Stir out all the lumps and add a couple of tablespoons of salt to prevent mold. 

Step Four  Dip one strip of newspaper at a time into your paste, running it through your fingers to remove any excess. 

Step Five  Place the newspaper strip onto your form and press it to lie smoothly. 

Step Six  Continue placing your strips of newspaper onto your form, overlapping each as you go, until you have completely covered it. Let it dry for about twenty-four hours. 

Step Seven  Repeat steps 4-6 to create more layers on your form. Add at least three layers--this is the time when you will be doing the "sculpting." As before, let the newspaper dry for twenty-four hours between layer applications. 

Step Eight  Paint your masterpiece and decorate it with ribbons, beads or any other decorative touch you can dream up. 
Resources:
Collector’s Guide to Masks by Timothy Tueten




Crystal Productions:
Mask Videos and Posters
