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The 

“Working With Words/Jenny Holzer” 
Conceptual Art Project
INTRODUCTION

“Many conceptual artists use language in their work.  Some weave images and letters together.  Others use words as art.  To make their statements, many conceptual artists use modern technology.  They create pieces using neon signs, computer-generated images, electronic signboards, and laser projections.  Their work is very different, but they have one thing in common:  They all begin with a definite concept, which they communicate through their art”  (p.14 Scholastic Art Magazine).  

Find out more about the artist by researching her on the internet or directly surfing the following websites:

Recommended Research/Homework:

http://www.adaweb.com/project/holzer/cgi/pcb.cgi
http://www.artcyclopedia.com/artists/holzer_jenny.html
http://mfx.dasburo.com/art/truisms.html
http://www.designboom.com/contemporary/holzer.html
http://www.wired.com/wired/archive/2.02/holzer.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jenny_Holzer
http://stuartcollection.ucsd.edu/StuartCollection/Holzer.htm
Google image search Jenny Holzer:  http://images.google.com/images?q=Jenny+Holzer&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8&start=0&sa=N
Project Steps to Follow:

Step 1- Begin by jotting down ideas.  List issues important to you, phrases you find ironic, words that appeal. Possible topics/themes: social/political issues; war and power; the environment; feminism; gender; class and family structures; friends.  Bring ideas to class for discussion. You may work individually or in small groups. Limit messages to eight or fewer words. Consider the audience. Your message should catch people’s attention; make viewers think. Personalizing your message gives it impact. Try turning statements into questions. Use powerful words that provoke strong images. Avoid trite phrases, off-color humor, and words offensive to any individual or group.  
Step 2- In this project, the idea or concept is very important. Brainstorm potential locations; art room, school, or community. Possible sites: telephone poles; curbs; steps; sidewalks; want ads; fast food trays; videotape; T-shirts; buttons; PC screen saver. Select a message that is appropriate for the site. It should also be simple, bold, and visually interesting.
Step 3- When beginning to build installation: limit number of materials, and use materials that contrast with each other and with the environment.  Submit a final written, detailed proposal. Include your concept along with support material (specifications, location, drawings, list of materials, contact people). Written permission must be obtained from persons responsible for any site in or around the school or community. Length of time the piece will be up and removal should also be included in the proposal. Communication is important to avoid misunderstandings and delay. Before executing final work, check spelling and grammar of the words you are using.
Step 4- Installation must be documented. 

 Possible Materials:
· Clay tile and glaze

· Glass ash tray

· Vinyl lettering

· Outdoor display letter sign

· Stencil sets

· Exterior semi-gloss paint

· White sulfite paper

· Assorted paint brushes

· Scissors

· T-shirt

· Non-permanent black marker

· Camcorder, VCR, and monitor

· Digital camera
EVALUATION CRITERIA:  

“Working With Words / Jenny Holzer” Art Project Checklist

NAME:____________________________ GRADE:__________DATE:________________
Directions: Circle the number that best describes you:

	1 = never
	2 = rarely
	3 = sometimes
	4 = frequently
	5 = always


1. During the project, did you display intellectual playfulness or  
         
  
1  2  3  4  5

manipulate ideas by elaboration or modification

2. Were  you a risk taker, adventurous/speculative during the creation of this project?








             

   
1  2  3  4  5

3. Did you present creativity and originality in your artwork for this project?
  
1  2  3  4  5

4. Were you productive in your work for this project?

  

 1  2  3  4  5

5. Is your final project pleasing to the eye?



   
1  2  3  4  5

6. Did you follow directions for the lesson?


   

1  2  3  4  5

7. Does the art work successfully communicate your ideas and response to Goldsworthy’s projects and processes?







           
1  2  3  4  5

8. Considering how you are to have spent approximately 6-10 hours on this project, does your work show improvement over time?


    


              1  2  3  4  5

COMMENTS:___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 


Final Project Grade____________%
