Lumsden High School

ART 30 Course Information

(Approximately 90 classes each semester)
Instructor: Ms. Shelley Deck; B.Ed., B.A.
WEBSITE  www.shelleydeck.com  

EMAIL  shelley.deck@pvsd.ca
PLEASE NOTE:  This course outline is tentative and currently under construction. For the most recent version of the document, please visit the course website and see the ‘living’ outline at:  http://www.shelleydeck.com/teacher/ART30LHS
This document was printed from the Feb. 1, 2009 version of the outline update.
Introduction:

The Art 30 program at Lumsden High School is a full credit elective program.  
Personal artistic goal setting (with the guidance of the teacher), self-reflection/self-evaluation processes and practices are also an integral part of the student learning processes.  I will guide the student in the development of their weekly assignment portfolios, the central course evaluation component (70%).  
For this class, students also need to understand that it is those people who do things - practice, research, plan, self-evaluate, etc. - who best succeed in this course…and learn.  Daily artist research is to be done in the student’s sketchbook and is the second most prominent course evaluation component (30%)
As our classroom environment intends to be a safe space for learning where mutual respect between all parties involved is expected, the two central art classroom rules are: 

1. Be Kind

2. Work  
The course website contains a great deal of important daily class information.  Students are expected to check it out frequently as much helpful content can be found on the site, especially in the event of absence:  http://www.shelleydeck.com/teacher/ART30LHS   

Objectives:

· To develop skilled, intelligent and articulate consumers/creators of visual images; 

· To acquire skills/awareness of artistic preferences, processes, philosophies and production values as they relate to art education; 

· To impart a introductory knowledge of the terminology and history of ideas as evidenced in art; 

· To increase the students’ ability to grow ideas and improve decision making skills; 

· To impart an enhanced understanding of the interconnectivity of art, society and personal development in each individuals experience with visual images. 
Course Materials:

· Mark making/manipulating/imaging tools (various pencils/pens/markers/color pencils) 

· Ruler (minimum 12 inch) 

· Erasers 

· Hand held pencil sharpener 

· Post-it Notes 

· Scissors 

· Glue Sticks/Liquid Glue 

· Notebook/Binder and loose leaf 

· “Research Notebook”/ "Sketchbook"  (this can be as simple as a paper, three prong duo tang with hole punched printer paper) 
· “Portfolio” (Home made portfolios preferred)
· Miscellaneous TBA (i.e. Personal cameras are not required, but if you do have access to one that you like using…use it!) 

 NOTE:  I believe that one can not buy talent and skill. Keep that in mind when you want to buy expensive art materials as part of the solution to the visual art problems we will be solving in this course. This art course should not cost you a lot of EXTRA money...if you are resourceful, creative and challenge yourself to think outside traditional art media possibilities.
Proposed Units of Instruction:

	Module 1:  Change

	Module 2:  Visual Art in Canada

	Module 3:  Global Cultural Explorations

	Module 4:  Social Issues and Visual Art

	Module 5:  Film and Video Studies

	Module 6:  Innovations in Visual Art

	Module 7:  Personal Identity and Independent Study


EACH CLASS IS EXPECTED TO HELP DEVELOP THE UNIT STUDY TIME LINES WITH THE INSTRUCTOR.
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Evaluation:
· Portfolio/Module Projects and Assignments
70%

80% 

· ”Research Notebook/Sketchbook” 

30%
+
· Final Exam






20%
· 100% TOTAL
Generally, a point scale will be used to evaluate your studio projects. For each assignment you will be provided with a list of the evaluation criteria.  If you have any questions regarding your marks, please feel free to ask your instructor but do this either at lunch or before school. If it is important enough for you to question a mark, you should be willing to do this on your time. 

PLEASE NOTE:  Students have the option of re-working and re-submitting their projects for re-evaluation until the final portfolio review.

Respecting that the LHS Administrations’ policy that all classes must have a Final Assessment, Visual Art 10/20/30 students will write a Final Assessment (that includes all concepts, vocabularies, mediums, methods, historical art and artist references discussed, observed and /or used during the course) in the allocated time during Exam/Final Assessment Week at the end of each semester.  This exam is 20% of the final grade. 
a.  The Portfolio (70%):
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1. Each student is expected to keep a portfolio for this class. This portfolio will be reviewed on a monthly basis, but...most importantly...before quarter report cards and during final assessment week.

Here's a sample of a portfolio case. Ms. Deck also has an example of a portfolio case made from one piece of poster board in the classroom.

Students: Make certain that your portfolio features your name, grade and section CLEARLY on the outside. Thanks! 

b.  The 'Sketchbook' (30%):
2. Students are also expected to keep an ‘sketchbook’ for ‘artist’s research’  homework. Sketchbooks are a key discipline for any artist and is to be filled with both: 

· drawn/written work from class assignments like ‘Artist of the Day’ and; 

· Personal artistic expressions, experimentations, discoveries, artistic research documents, dreams... 

While sketchbooks have a private and personal nature, students need to recognize that this aspect of their evaluation will be viewed by the teacher and is NOT 100% private.
Various additional evaluation strategies will be employed throughout the course of the experience - as necessary, within the portfolio work - as a means to bring about the highest degree of learning possible for each individual.  For example:  rubrics, group critiques, peer critiques, teacher-student individual education planning, oral and written quizzes, journal writing and responses, brainstorming assignments, external examinations… every moment counts! 

In my evaluation process, emphasis is also placed on the idea that the individual student is in completion with themselves for grades and not other classmates. Personal goal setting and the pursuit of personal excellence will be discussed frequently. 
Students are encouraged to take an active role in their own assessment.
 

	 
	Sample Evaluation Criteria

	0
	A '0' is earned if there is no effort to meet the project requirements

	1-59
	An 'F' with points is earned if the project shows that the student made some effort, but that the project results do not demonstrate an understanding of the requirements.

	60-69
	A 'D' is earned if the project addresses the requirements very superficially or completely fails to address some of the requirements while meeting the other requirements.

	70-79
	A 'C' is earned if the project addresses the requirements, but at a minimal level. The project is solid, but is less sophisticated in content and style. 

	80-89
	A 'B' is earned if the project demonstrates a clear understanding of the requirements and the finished result is a strong but thinner version of an 'A' grade project. It is still impressive and interesting. 

	90-100
	An 'A' is earned by the project that is clearly a superior example of the individual student's problem solving, creative/original thinking and technical skills. 


 Additional Notes:
HOMEWORK IS NOT AN OPTION.   I recommend to students that they put in one half hour of homework for every hour of class time, at minimum, by documenting their “artist’s research” in their sketchbook.  Remember, the sketchbook earns you 30% of the semester work grade. 
Students do not just have to ‘sketch’ in their sketchbook.  They may show newspaper clippings of art events/information, research themes they want to explore in their own art work, record URLs of websites or video they have found that applies to their learning…
Here’s a checklist to help guide your work and get you that 30% of the final mark this semester:

Sketchbook Checklist for Artist’s Research 
Working in my sketchbook every day?

Dating all of my pages on the day that I work on them?

Completing 3-5 quality pages per week?

Remembering to never ever cut or tear pages from my sketchbook?

Numbering the pages?

When drawing something from observation am I writing down where I am and why I’m

choosing to draw it?

If I have used a book or the internet to find an image or info, am I recording it?

Am I writing comments on every page of the sketchbook? Even if it is just the date?

Am I making connections to things that I am learning in my other classes? IE. History
Am I reflecting on the qualities of the materials I’m using to make marks? Or writing about

my reflections/observations with different media?

Am I attempting to expand my art vocabulary?

Do I remember that the sketchbook is a public document and that slang and informal language are taboo inclusions? It’s being read by the teacher, after all!

Does the work in my sketchbook connect with my studio work?

Am I making notes on why I’m looking at specific artists?

Am I finding 1-2 good artworks to copy and annotate? IE. To practice brush technique,

composition, color mixing, etc..

Am I including the artist’s name, title of the artwork, medium and where I found it (web

address, book title and page, etc.)

Am I thinking about my research in a visual way? Using color, headings, and images to

complement my notes…and composing pages so that they look interesting and varied?

Am I including one or two relevant quotations about the artist I’m researching, including quotation marks, and recording who I’ve quoted and from what source?
