Repetitive Patterns in Positive & Negative
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Student examples of repetitive patterns with alternating positive and negative shapes

Purpose:  
· To differentiate between positive shapes & negative shapes. 
· To develop a pattern using repetition of positive & negative shapes. 
· To utilize a complimentary color scheme. 
Materials:
note card, pencil, scissors, colored paper, glue
Process:

1. Begin by using a note card to create a mock-up, or pattern, to be used for your final design. Draw your design lightly in pencil on a white note card.
2. Carefully cut apart your design, remembering to keep intact ALL PARTS that you cut. You will need both the object that you drew (positive shape), and the background paper surrounding the drawn object (negative shape).

3. Now you may select two sheets of paper in complimentary colors. Place your note card cut-outs on one of the colored papers and evaluate your design. Make changes if necessary to improve your design. Remember to consider BOTH the positive shapes and the negative shapes—both should be interesting shapes.

4. After you have finalized your design, trace it onto one of your sheets of colored paper. Depending on your design, you will need to trace it several times.

5. Cut out your design, remembering to keep intact ALL PARTS that you cut! You will need both the object (positive shape) and the background paper (negative shape).

6. On your other sheet of colored paper, arrange your paper cut-outs in a grid. Experiment with different rotations and patterns, and choose the one that you think is most interesting and effective.

7. Carefully glue your shapes into a grid arrangement, remembering to align your shapes as precisely as possible. Neatness counts!
Vocabulary:
positive shape
negative shape
pattern


repetition
color scheme
complimentary color      
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