Symmetry Collage & Composite Animals

Purpose:  
· To understand the various types of symmetry. 
· To learn about composite animals from various cultures. 
· To create a composite animal exhibiting bilateral symmetry. 
· To plan a composition. 
· To practice drawing using multiple values and textures.

Vocabulary:
collage, bilateral symmetry, approximate symmetry, radial symmetry, value, texture, composite animal, lamassu, sphinx, siren

Materials:
old books, magazines, photos, computer print-outs showing a variety of animals, paper, scissors, glue, pencils
Process:
1. Discuss symmetry and composite animals.

2. Bring to class at least 5 images of various animals cut from magazines, or printed from the internet. You may also use birds, aquatic life and insects.
3. Cut out various parts of animals from the magazine images and arrange/rearrange them till you create an interesting composite animal.

4. Fold in half a sheet of white paper. On the left half of your paper…against the folded edge…glue the various animal parts together to create your unique composite animal.

5. Re-fold your paper. Carefully cut through both sheets of paper, following the edges of your collaged animal. Unfold the paper and view your bilaterally symmetrical design.

6. Use a pencil to draw a mirror image of your composite animal collage on the blank half of the paper. Try to replicate the collaged image as closely as possible, mimicking the textures and the values.

7. Neatly glue your design in the center of a sheet of black paper.
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Ancient Greek Siren
Ancient Egyptian Sphinx
Lamassu from Ancient Mesopotamia
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Student examples of Composite Creatures with Bilateral Symmetry

Resource Credit:  J.Larue
